
 

Category   DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  

Country   CYPRUS  

Main policy  
page  

 The Advisory Committee for the Prevention and Combating of Violence 
in the Family is the coordinating body of dealing with domestic violence 
issues in Cyprus. Its members include governmental and non-
governmental departments / organisations. Cyprus Police is one of the 
members of the Committee.  
The Advisory Committee drafted the interdisciplinary procedures to be 
followed by the various services in cases of Domestic Violence (later 
adopted by the Council of Ministers). It also promotes initiatives for the 
prevention of domestic violence.  
The police carry out campaigns, inform people on the legislation 
regarding domestic violence and on the support and services they may 
use in such cases. Various brochures, posters and radio/TV messages 
have been issued for this purpose.  
Police officers are informed about the legislation and the procedures to 
be followed in cases of domestic violence, while at the same time, they 
are trained on the psycho-social aspects and dynamics of domestic 
violence.  
 

 Trends   Domestic violence has been acquiring greater dimensions in the Cypriot 

society, hence the setting up of the Advisory Committee for the 

Prevention of Violence in the Family (www.domesticviolence.org.cy) 

which aims at implementing the violence in the family law in order to 

achieve the total prevention and eradication of violence in the family. 

Cyprus Police is a member of the Advisory Committee.  

Research carried out in 2000, showed that 20% of adults stated that 

victims themselves are to blame for the violence exercised, 33% believe 

that men should demonstrate their power / authority, 20% say that they 

believe one or two slaps in the face are not an issue, 36,5% of those 

asked stated that they had witnessed scenes of domestic violence, more 

than four times.  

http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-A=34&-V=research  

Research conducted in 2004 showed that 20% of children aged 12-18 

had suffered some form of physical abuse while 10% had suffered some 

form of sexual abuse by members of the close family environment. 

Furthermore, 50% of the children had witnessed some form of domestic 

violence. http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-A=26&-

V=research  

Research carried out in 2012 showed 7% of women acceptin forced 

sexual intercourse in the marriage as normal, while at least 28% of 

women in the sample have experienced violence of some kind.  

http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-A=971&-V=research  

http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-A=34&-V=research
http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-A=26&-V=research
http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-A=26&-V=research
http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-A=971&-V=research


See www.police.gov.cy for police statistical data.  

Also follow link http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-

V=statistics&_FSECTION=10160&-dstatistics.html&-

Sr&_VSECTION=10160&_VCATEGORY=0000 for statistical data from 

police, other governmental agencies and non-governmental agencies.  

 

Relevant  

legislation  

 

 

Prevention of Domestic Violence and Protection of Victims Law 

119(I)2000  

http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-

V=legislationgr&_FSECTION=10040&-dlegislationgr.html&-

Sr&_VSECTION=0000&_VCATEGORY=0000  

Interdisciplinary procedures Handbook  

http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-A=16&-

V=manual&_VCATEGORY=0000  

Contacts  

national  

organisations  

 

 

 

http://www.mlsi.gov.cy/mlsi/sws/sws.nsf/dmlindex_en/dmlindex_en#  

www.familyviolence.gov.cy  

www.domviolence.org.cy  

www.medinstgenderstudies.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.police.gov.cy/
http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-V=statistics&_FSECTION=10160&-dstatistics.html&-Sr&_VSECTION=10160&_VCATEGORY=0000
http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-V=statistics&_FSECTION=10160&-dstatistics.html&-Sr&_VSECTION=10160&_VCATEGORY=0000
http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-V=statistics&_FSECTION=10160&-dstatistics.html&-Sr&_VSECTION=10160&_VCATEGORY=0000
http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-V=legislationgr&_FSECTION=10040&-dlegislationgr.html&-Sr&_VSECTION=0000&_VCATEGORY=0000
http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-V=legislationgr&_FSECTION=10040&-dlegislationgr.html&-Sr&_VSECTION=0000&_VCATEGORY=0000
http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-V=legislationgr&_FSECTION=10040&-dlegislationgr.html&-Sr&_VSECTION=0000&_VCATEGORY=0000
http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-A=16&-V=manual&_VCATEGORY=0000
http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/cgibin/hweb?-A=16&-V=manual&_VCATEGORY=0000
http://www.familyviolence.gov.cy/
http://www.domviolence.org.cy/
http://www.medinstgenderstudies.org/
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The Geographical position of Cyprus makes it a destination country for 
THB with sexual exploitation being one of the main forms of THB.  
The Multidisciplinary Coordinating group on trafficking in human beings 
which is under the auspices of the Ministry of Interior has the task of 
taking all necessary measures to combat THB in Cyprus and to protect 
victims in the context of a National Action Plan.  
Cyprus Police is a member of the Multidisciplinary Co-ordinating 
Group, and is active in training Police officers in modules on current 
laws and regulations, intelligence gathering and operations, victim 
identification, interview techniques, victims’ support and protection. 
Along the same lines, trainings and seminars are carried out in army 
camps and schools.  
Specific actions have been included in the Cyprus NAP with regard to 
the training of Government officials and judges, while leaflets have 
been produced and are being distributed in order to inform on such 
issues.  
The above are in addition to police patrols and checks of places where 
THB might be happening, and although a lot of checking is carried out 
after information is given to the police, the police also proceeds to 
check on employers of specific kind of high risk establishments in order 
to make sure that THB is discouraged from taking place.  
www.moi.gov.cy  
www.police.gov.cy  
 

Trends   Trafficking in human beings, being a form of organized crime, concerns 

the whole of Europe with victims estimated at the level of around 

800,000 (including victims of sexual exploitation). It was absolutely 

necessary for Cyprus to take part in the efforts to prevent this form of 

slavery, since its Geographical position makes it a destination country 

for THB.  

The offence of trafficking for sexual exploitation was conventionally 

usually committed in cabarets, bars, nightclubs, private flats. After a 

change in the immigration legislation regarding visas however, it is 

estimated that THB decreased because a number of cabarets / 

nightclubs went out of business. As THB takes place in other 

establishments camouflaged as legitimate businesses such as spa 

centres (as well as through the use of the internet).  

More information can be found at:  

http://ec.europa.eu/anti-

trafficking/showNIPsection.action?country=Cyprus   

www.moi.gov.cy  

http://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/moi.nsf/All/69112946E6B4D271C2257AA90

http://www.moi.gov.cy/
http://www.police.gov.cy/
http://ec.europa.eu/anti-trafficking/showNIPsection.action?country=Cyprus
http://ec.europa.eu/anti-trafficking/showNIPsection.action?country=Cyprus
http://www.moi.gov.cy/
http://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/moi.nsf/All/69112946E6B4D271C2257AA900261168


0261168  

Relevant  

legislation  

 Prevention and combating of trafficking and exploitation of Human 

Beings and protection of victims Law 60(I)/2014 

Contacts  

national  

organisation  

 

 

www.moi.gov.cy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/moi.nsf/All/69112946E6B4D271C2257AA900261168
http://www.moi.gov.cy/


Category   PUBLIC PERCEPTION OF SAFETY  

Country   CYPRUS  
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The Cyprus Police has established the Community Policing 

Program, which has been in effect since 2003.  The program aims 

at instilling feelings of safety and security amongst the population. 

Neighbourhood Police officers cooperate closely and have direct 

contact with community members, proceed to immediate 

intervention in cases of criminal activities, help solve various 

problems and show personal interest in the well-being of the 

citizens in their area they are assigned. The overall goal, is to 

achieve the highest possible sense of safety and security among 

the community.  

The Cyprus Police, seeing the success / efficiency of the program, 

has decided to expand the whole program in other areas of the 

island. In addition to mechanized patrols (by car) and patrols on 

foot, the Neighbourhood Police Officers now patrol by bicycle as 

well, in busy seafront areas where there are a lot of tourists and 

businesses that cater to them, especially in the summer. The 

patrols can be particularly targeted, at specific high risk areas, but 

are also conducted on a routine basis. During patrols, officers are 

given instructions to encourage positive cooperation with the law 

abiding public, as well as to enforce the law whenever needed. 

Cooperation with the public is achieved, on an informal basis, but 

also in a more formal context, through the Neighbourhood Watch 

Program and the Neighbourhood Watch – Green Line Schemes.  

The Police continuously strives to improve their procedures and the 

services it offers to the public. The public perception of safety, is 

one of the main goals of the Strategic Planning of the Cyprus 

Police. This goal includes issues such as the time needed to arrive 

at a crime scene, the punctuality in terms of informing the victims 

about their case, through written / verbal communication, speedier 

investigation and completion of the criminal cases and filing them 

before the court and so on. 

Trends   A survey carried out for the Police in 2007, showed that 42% of the 

sample considered crime as a third major problem in society and 

11% of the sample, did not feel safe.  

Another survey that was carried out for the Police, in 2009, showed 

a percentage of 35% of the sample, who considered crime as a 

third major problem in society and 19% of the same sample, did not 

feel safe.  

Yet another survey for the Police, in 2011, showed that 20% of the 

sample did not feel safe (41% of whom felt unsafe because of 



burglaries / thefts in the area).  

In another survey, conducted for the Police in 2015, the percentage 

of the people who did not feel safe, dropped to 13%.  

In 2009, the Autumn Eurobarometer showed that 36% of the Cyprus 

population was concerned about crime.  

The Special Eurobarometer in 2011, showed that the most 

important challenge for Cypriots was Illegal Immigration (55%), 

while the second most important challenge for them was the 

Economic Crisis (54%). 

Relevant 

legislation  

 Cyprus Constitution  

Police Law Ν.73(Ι)/2004  

Contacts 

national 

organisations  

 

 

Local Communities  

Municipalities  

Ministry of Education  
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 The Police inform the public on measures they can take to protect 

themselves from being victimised, both on an individual basis, but also 

on an organised group basis. Information is conveyed via the Cyprus 

Police website, mass media, brochures, personal visits by the 

community police officers, public lectures.   

High risk buildings, such as bank establishments, and Goldsmith’s 

shops, are inspected on a regular basis in collaboration with the Police 

in order to ensure their safety against robberies.  

Other high risk establishments such as 24hr convenience stores and 

24hr baker’s shops are given support by increased mechanized and 

foot patrols. 

Furthermore, the Cyprus Police has successfully achieved the 

promotion and implementation of crime prevention programs, such as 

the “Neighbourhood Watch”, with the active participation of the 

citizens, where the watchers (citizens) are asked to be on alert, for 

anything suspicious, since they are the eyes and ears of the Police, 

who cannot be present everywhere.  

In conjunction with the above, police officers are trained and 

encouraged to engage in intelligence gathering while specially 

assigned personnel are responsible for assessing intelligence and 

submiting it to the right police departments where it will be acted upon. 

In the same context, the public inform the police of anything 

suspicious that needs to be looked into. 

Members of the police are continuously trained / informed on new 

developments, while they also undergo refresher courses on various 

issues, ensuring that they are all the time, up to date and able to give 

their best performance. 

Trends   See www.police.gov.cy for statistics on crime.  

STATISTICS 

Year  Robberies  

2011 130 

2012 158 

2013 142 

2014 90 

2015 78 

2016 93 
 

http://www.police.gov.cy/


Relevant  

legislation  

 

 

Penal Code (Chapter 154, Art. 282 – 283) - Robbery  

 “A person who commits the crime of robbery is liable to 14 years of 

imprisonment. If the person is armed with a dangerous or offensive 

weapon or instrument, or is in company with one or more person or 

persons, or if, at or immediately before or immediately after the time of 

the robbery, he wounds, beats, strikes, or uses any other personal 

violence to any person, he is liable to imprisonment for life.” (art.282-

283)  

Contacts  

national  

organisations  

 

 

 

Bankers’ Organization  

Goldsmiths Organization  

Shop – owners Organization 
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Cyprus police operates in multi-level ways to prevent all kinds of 

sexual crime. The main areas of concern in this context are: child 

sexual abuse, child pornography, prostitution, sexual assault, rape, 

and sexual abuse within the Family.  

Law 91(I)14 Provides for the investigation and conviction relating to 

offences concerning child sexual abuse as well as trafficking for 

sexual purposes and child pornography. 

The law makes reporting of child sexual abuse, by any person, 

mandatory, providing for penalties for not reporting and stricter 

penalties for persons convicted for child sexual abuse. 

By this law, the age of consent is specified to be 17, and all 

statements by victims / witnesses of such crimes have to be 

videotaped. 

The police maintains a registry of people who have been convicted 

of sexual crimes against children.  Each person convicted for such a 

crime, after his / her release from prison, has to report any change of 

address, at the Central Police Station of his / her District. 

All employers, whose enterprise involves providing services to 

children, are by law required to ask from prospective employees, for 

a police certificate stating that they are not included in the 

aforementioned Registry. 

In addition to the above, Continuous patrols and checks are carried 



out in high risk places while intelligence gathering / analysis enables 

targeted interventions. 

Information brochures are being distributed to ensure prevention of 

victimisation in the areas of sexual assault (both children and adults) 

and rape, as well as sexual abuse in the family.  

Child pornography measures are taken largely in collaboration with 

partner organisations with website information and media coverage. 

All child sexual abuse cases are investigated by a central, special 

Investigation team which operates at the Police Headquarters, under 

the Crime Combating Department,    in close cooperation with all 

other competent authorities.    

By the end of 2017, the Childrens’ Home, which has been based on 

the principle of Barnahus, will be operating in Cyprus for these 

cases.    

Trends   See www.police.gov.cy for statistical data.  

Relevant  

legislation  

 

 

Chapter 154, articles 144-177 (Offences against Morality)  

Prevention and combating of trafficking and exploitation of Human 

Beings and protection of victims Law 60(I)/2014 

Prevention and Combating of Sexual Abuse and Sexual Exploitation 

of Children and Child Pornography Law 91(I)14 

Contacts  

national  

organisations  

 

 

 

http://www.cyberethics.info/cyethics1/   

www.cytanet.com.cy   

Social Welfare Services  

http://www.mlsi.gov.cy/mlsi/sws/sws.nsf/dmlindex_en/dmlindex_en#  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.police.gov.cy/
http://www.cyberethics.info/cyethics1/
http://www.cytanet.com.cy/
http://www.mlsi.gov.cy/mlsi/sws/sws.nsf/dmlindex_en/dmlindex_en
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 The Cyprus Police periodically issues announcements on the 

prevention of car theft, which is the main category in vehicle crime, 

while it also distributes brochures and provides lectures and advice 

on the measures that can be taken to protect their vehicle.  

Because of the fact that vehicle thefts are numerically important and 

because stolen vehicles may be used for other illegal activities, the 

Cyprus Police has included a separate section on its website, 

especially for the list of Stolen Vehicles. This list is updated 

bimonthly and aims to inform the public and asks for their 

cooperation. On the same website, there is also a list of car 

registration signs that have been stolen.  

Another measure that is taken by the Cyprus Police in order to 

reduce vehicle crime is the use of an SMS alert system installed in 

every Municipality that has already implemented the Neighbourhood 

Watch Program, where all Watchers are constantly informed on any 

vehicle theft or quest.  

At the same time, there is an SMS alert system installed, which 

sends out a message to all members of the police on their mobile 

phone, where a car / motorbike is stolen / wanted. The messages 

that are sent are especially important to have in mind, while 

patrolling the streets. 

Trends  See www.police.gov.cy for statistics on crime. 

Year 
No. of 
stolen 
cars 

No. of 
stolen 

motorcycle
s above 

50cc 

No. of 
stolen 

motorcycl
es below 

50cc 

Total 

2009 474 244 889 1607 

2010 538 242 925 1705 

2011 709 252 822 1783 

2012 674 316 759 1749 

2013 523 243 551 1317 

2014 405 308 474 1187 
 

Relevant  

legislation  

 Chapter 154, Articles 255 and 162 (Theft)  

Contacts  

national  

organisations  

 

 

Cyprus Rental Cars Association  

Scrap Metal Merchants 

http://www.police.gov.cy/


Car Dealers  

etc. 

 

 

 


