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This Newsletter is a platform for policymakers, practitioners and everyone who is 
interested in crime prevention. We are interested in your news, research, good practices 
and experiences on crime prevention in the Member States and in Europe. Please send 
your documents in English accompanied by an abstract of 100-150 words to 
eucpn@ibz.eu. 
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Editorial 

Dear reader, 
On behalf of the European Union Crime Prevention Network, I 
have the honor to introduce to you the EUCPN Newsletter of 
May 2015 
 
The Latvian Presidency is really thankful to the experts and 
participants who were present in Riga for the international 
seminar on Preventing Secondary Victimization. Furthermore we 
are also thankful to everyone who contributed to the second 
EUCPN Newsletter on this and other relevant topics. We believe 
that the information published in the Newsletter and the seminar 
materials published on the EUCPN homepage will be useful for our colleagues, 
researchers and practitioners, especially since the Directive 2012/29/EU, who will 
establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of the victims of 
crime, has to be implemented in national laws of the EU Member States by November 
2015.  As mentioned during our seminar, many countries still have to do a lot of work to 
secure the rights of all groups of victims and this process will continue also after the 
ratification in November 2015. 
 
In the meantime, the newly published European Agenda of Security is an important 
document for the EUCPN to ensure its work is in line with the core priorities mentioned in 
it. The EUCPN has to take further steps to promote crime prevention work and share the 
best practices about crime prevention ideas on a European level, including more efforts 
to promote the Network internationally and cooperate with other EU agencies. The three 
core priorities mentioned are stronger EU response to terrorism and radicalization, 
serious and organized cross – border crime, including trafficking in human beings, drug 
smuggling, and financial, economic and environmental crime and finally, cybercrime is 
mentioned as an ever-growing threat to the citizens’ fundamental rights. Therefore, there 
are a lot of growing possibilities for the EUCPN to work more actively in order to ensure 
translation of these priorities to the national and local needs and to ensure more active 
involvement of the National representatives of the EUCPN which will be one of the tasks 
for the new Multiannual Strategy for the years 2016 – 2020 to be initiated by the Latvian 
Presidency. 
  
Ilze Bērziņa – Ruķere 

 

 

http://ibz.fb.mailing.presscenter.org/c1443/e1020165/h9bf16/l41466/index.html


New products EUCPN 

Work Programme 2015  
The EUCPN Work Programme of 2015 was recently adopted by the Board and is now 
available on our website. The Work Programme is developed annually and includes 
concrete actions, tasks and projects in order to reach the long-term goals of the Network. 
To read the latest version of the Work Programme, click here. 
 
Annual Report 2014  
The EUCPN Annual Report 2014 includes the main results of last year's actions, tasks 
and projects of the Network in order to reach the long-term goals of the Network. 
To read the latest Annual Report, click here. 
 
Theoretical Paper Trafficking in Human beings  
The Theoretical Paper is published by the EUCPN Secretariat in connection with the 
theme of the Italian Presidency which was Trafficking in Human Beings. Trafficking in 
Human Beings is a phenomenon which covers a very wide scope of criminal activities. 
The theoretical paper is written as an overview to increase the understanding of 
Trafficking in Human Beings. 
The paper has attention for the victims and traffickers and gives an overview of the 
different forms of Trafficking in Human Beings. Moreover attention also goes to the 
economics of the phenomenon. 
The Theoretical Paper will serve as base for a manual about THB in which we will look at 
the difficulties and attempts to prevent THB, at the main international weapons and what 
the international agencies already do against the phenomenon. Through these actions 
we hope to raise awareness concerning THB, to exchange good practices and hopefully 
to propose general guidelines for THB policy. 
To read the report, click here. 

Research and publication 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
European Agenda on Security: Strengthening EU cooperation in the fight against 
terrorism, organized crime and cybercrime  
The European Commission set out a European Agenda on Security for the period 2015-
2020 to support Member States' cooperation in tackling security threats and step up 
common efforts in the fight against terrorism, organized crime and cybercrime. The 
Agenda sets out the concrete tools and measures which will be used in this joint work to 
ensure security and tackle these three most pressing threats more effectively. 
Read the full report here. 
 
The EU rights of victims of trafficking now available in all European languages  
In order to better assist practitioners and authorities in the Member States to deliver the 
assistance and protection to victims, the European Commission publishes the document 
'The EU rights of victims of trafficking' in all official EU languages. The EU approach 
places the victim and its human rights at the centre of its coordinated, multidisciplinary 
action to work towards eradication of trafficking in human beings. 
This document provides a practical and comprehensive overview of victims' rights based 
on the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, EU directives, framework 
decisions and European Court of Human Rights case law. 
Read the full report here 
 
EUROPOL 
Counterfeit goods produced in the EU on the Rise 
Europol released for the first time an extensive and in-depth situation report on 
counterfeit goods in the EU. This report is the result of a joint project by EU agencies 
Europol and the office for Harmonization in the Internal Market (OHIM), through the 
Europea Observatory on Infringements of Intellectual Property Rights. 
Although the majority of counterfeit products in circulation in Europe are manufactured 
outside the EU – and evade detection at the EU’s external borders - research for the 
report highlights how domestic EU production is on the rise with cases originating in 
Belgium, the Czech Republic, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Spain and the UK. This large-scale 
domestic production of counterfeit goods in the EU is becoming an increasingly 
profitable business for organized crime groups and organizations. Counterfeiters, who 
operate with significantly lower risks, have been found to have links with other forms of 
crime such as trafficking in human beings - notably for labour exploitation - as well as 
with other criminal groups, originating from different countries in and outside Europe. 
Europol’s Serious Organized Crime Threat Assessment (SOCTA) 2013 identified 

http://eucpn.org/document/work-programme-2015
http://eucpn.org/document/annual-report-2014
http://eucpn.org/document/theoretical-paper-trafficking-human-beings
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-is-new/news/news/2015/20150428_01_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/anti-trafficking/eu-policy/eu-rights-victims-trafficking-now-available-all-european-languages_en


‘counterfeit goods with an impact on public health and safety’ as a recommended priority 
crime area as part of the EU Policy Cycle 2014-2017. Within the framework of the 
European Multidisciplinary Platform Against Criminal Threats (EMPACT), EU Member 
States and EU agencies participating in the priority area of counterfeit goods highlighted 
a need for a better intelligence picture on the production and trafficking of counterfeit 
goods in the EU. To fill that intelligence gap, Europol and OHIM were tasked with 
producing this report. 
Read the full report here. 
 
IRELAND 
The Implementation of the Victims' Directive in Ireland: Identifying and Preventing 
Secondary & Repeat Victimization  
This article gives us more information about the Directive of the European Parliament 
and of the Council establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and protection 
of victims of crime, and replacing Council Framework Decision 2001/220/JHA. The 
Victims’ Directive provides for minimum rights, supports and protection for victims of 
crime regardless of where the crime was committed in the European Union. The rights 
under the Directive are not conditional upon the residential status of the victim or the 
victims’ citizenship or nationality. 
To read the article here 
 
FRANCE 
Caring for victims and helping them to recover 
 If those who are already victims are to avoid becoming victims a second time, their 
vulnerability requires special care and professional treatment from the outset. Social 
workers in Police Stations and Gendarmerie units are fundamental to the French 
approach. Often regarded as an “emergency social service,” they combine the functions 
of listening, mediation, providing information and help with practical issues, as well as 
social assistance and help with understanding victims’ rights. They help victims recover 
from their ordeal, restore their confidence to enable them to talk about it and understand 
their situation, and respond to their needs and expectations.They facilitate coordination 
between various organisations with different functions at the local level. Their usefulness 
and effectiveness can be gauged from the fact that the number of posts has increased 
from 30 in 2006 to 239 at the end of 2014.  
Guide “Promouvoir et développer les ISCG”, June 2014 
 
TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL 
Speaking up safely against corruption in Europe 
Two-thirds of people around the world believe that they can make a difference in the 
fight against corruption. Yet, in Europe, 74 per cent of those who have experienced or 
witnessed corruption did not report it. What holds people back? 
The new report of transparency international focuses on this issue and how they work 
with the public to overcome it. The report draws on experiences from our anti-corruption 
legal advice centers that we run in the Czech Republic, Greece, Hungary, Ireland Latvia, 
Lithuania and Luxembourg. 
These anti-corruption centers are present in 62 countries around the world and provide 
free, confidential and professional legal advice and assistance to ensure that citizens 
who witness, experience or suspect corruption are able to safely report it. Transparency 
international provides members of the public with the necessary tools and resources to 
take a stand against corruption. Cases vary greatly, from multi-million Euro public 
procurement contracts in the Czech Republic to bribes demanded for passing a driving 
test in Hungary, and unfair retaliation against whistleblowers in Greece and Ireland. 
Read the full article here. 
 
EUROPEAN UNION AGENCY FOR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS (FRA) 
Equal protection for all victims of hate crime – The case of people with disabilities 
This paper discusses the difficulties faced by people with disabilities who become victims 
of hate crime, and the different legal frameworks in place to protect such victims in the 
EU’s Member States. It ends by listing a number of suggestions for improving the 
situation at both the legislative and policy levels. 
Read the full article here 
  
Child-friendly justice – Perspectives and experiences of professionals on 
children’s participation in civil and criminal judicial proceedings in 10 EU Member 
States 
Each year thousands of children take part in criminal and civil judicial proceedings, 
affected by parental divorce or as victims or witnesses to crime. Such proceedings can 
be stressful for anyone. The European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 
investigated whether children’s rights are respected in these proceedings. 
Read the full article here 
  

https://www.europol.europa.eu/content/counterfeit-goods-produced-eu-rise
https://eucpn.f2w.fedict.be/document/implementation-victims-directive-ireland-identifying-and-preventing-secondary-repeat
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/speaking_up_safely_against_corruption_in_europe
http://fra.europa.eu/en
http://fra.europa.eu/en


Member States' good practices 

LATVIA 
Information about the NGO activities in Latvia to raise the issue of victim care in THB. 
More info published: 
The objective of the project "Preventing human trafficking and sham marriages:  “A 
multidisciplinary solution" (HESTIA) is to create a shared understanding of a new, 
evolving new form of trafficking in human beings - through sham marriages, provide a 
precise definition of sham marriages as a form of human trafficking hitherto inexistent at 
the EU level, and initiate a comprehensive action for its prevention. This problem has an 
alarming tendency to increase, at the same time being overlooked in its trafficking 
aspect. 
To read the full text, click here 

 
Secondary Victimisation conference in Riga 
The first Board Meeting under the Latvian presidency 
took place in the beginning of March in Riga. In 
connection with the Board Meeting, the Chair also 
organized a conference about secondary victimisation. 
All the presentations of that they can be found here. - 
See more at: 

https://eucpn.f2w.fedict.be/document/secondary-
victimisation-conference-riga#sthash.k77xD0ER.dpuf 
secondary victimisation conference in Riga 
secondary victimisation conference in RigaSecondary Victimisation conference in Riga 
The first Board Meeting under the Latvian presidency took place in the beginning of 
March in Riga. In connection with the Board Meeting, the Chair also organized a 
conference about secondary victimisation. All the presentations of that they can be found 
here. 
 
 
IRELAND 
Crime Prevention: Text Alert System 
Following a pilot project, a Text Alert scheme was launched in the Republic of Ireland in 
September, 2013 by An Garda Síochána (Police Force) with the support of a number of 
existing community networks including Community Alert, Neighborhood Watch, the Irish 
Farmers Association and related stakeholders.  The scheme provides a further 
mechanism by which An Garda Síochána can provide crime prevention information to 
community groups, who in turn will forward this information and advice by text or email to 
all members of the group in the community. 
To read the full text, click here 
 
SPAIN 
Spanish initiative to enhance the prevention of burglaries 
In the summer of 2013, the campaign “My home safe” was launched by the Spanish 
Ministry of Home Affairs. The purpose of this project is the prevention of burglaries by 
giving practical advices to the citizens to improve the security of their houses. 
Several advices are given to the citizens through a special developed website or the 
Twitter and Facebook profiles, respectively, @MiCasaAsalvo or MiCasaasalvo. 
Furthermore, citizens can ask doubts in the hashtag #MiCasaAsalvo and Law 
Enforcement Bodies answer them. 
  
This campaign is mostly activated in summers and at Christmas. For instance, last 
Christmas a video was published giving advices by reason of holidays: 
You can see the video on youtube 
 
In Spain, crime in general has declined in 2014. Particularly, if the period from January to 
November in 2014 is compared to the same period in 2013, burglaries with force have 
fallen by 4,4 % and burglaries with violence have decreased by 19,6 %. 
 
HUNGARY 
Project Form a Chain to Safeguard Children 
The Office of Justice is a partner in an EU project called “Form a Chain to Safeguard 
Children” which is funded by the European Commission under the programme for 
Prevention of and Fight against Crime. The general objective of this project is to support 
a more effective European joint approach to safeguard families and especially children 
by law enforcement officers and other agencies. 
  
Domestic violence is an issue with which many services and organisations are 

http://www.patverums-dm.lv/en/preventing-human-trafficking-and-sham-marriages-a-multidisciplinary-solution-hestia
https://eucpn.f2w.fedict.be/document/secondary-victimisation-conference-riga
https://eucpn.f2w.fedict.be/document/text-alert-system
http://www.micasaasalvo.es/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8d2Ahc95rWM.


confronted. This makes the approach to child abuse and domestic violence a 
multidisciplinary matter. This project offers guidance on how to collaborate effectively to 
safeguard children, offers a training that will equip law enforcement officers and other 
agencies with the necessary knowledge and skills, and offers an online environment as a 
platform of practice and for information sharing and case management. 
  
The project is being implemented in close collaboration with various experts from 
organisations based in Belgium, Cyprus, Hungary (the Office of Justice), Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, the Netherlands, Poland and Spain. The project developed a blended training 
course, which can be followed anytime, as a group or as an individual. 
  
Under this project, on the 15-16 April, Office of Justice coordinated a 2 day pilot training 
on violence and abuse on a basic or advanced level, and training on how to successfully 
collaborate. Target groups were police officers, prosecutors, judges, victim support 
officers, child protection workers, health visitors. 
  
To read more about the project, click here 

Upcoming events 

Date Event Location 

08-09 June 

2015 

9th Annual International Forum 

(AIF) within the 20th German 

Congress on Crime Prevention 

(GCOCP) 

Frankfurt, 

Germany 

08-10 June 

2015 

The Stockholm Criminology 

Symposium 

Stockholm, 

Sweden 

09 June 

2015 

Conference on cyber-related research 

& development 

(Europol, European cybercrime 

center) 

The Hague, 

The Netherlands 

11 June 

2015 

7th Annual Conference, PREDICT 

THREATS - PREVENT IMPACT - 

PROTECT VALUE, Managing 

information security and technology 

risk in a global marketplace 

Munich, 

Germany 

11 June 

2015 

Copenhagen Cybercrime Conference 

2015 

Copenhagen, 

Denmark 

17-19 

June 2015 

Octopus Conference 2015 

Cooperation against Cybercrime 

Strasbourg 

France 

23-24 June 

2015 
10th PaT Stopover Warsaw, Poland 

13-17 July 

2015 

EFRJ summer school 2015 - 

Summer School on the Victims' 

directive and restorative justice 

Lisbon,  Portugal 

15-17 July 

2015 

6th International Conference on 

Imaging for Crime Prevention and 

Detection (ICDP 2015) 

London, 

United Kingdom 

4-7 August 

2015 

EAPL+WORLD 2015 Psychology & 

Law  conference - "Current 

Challenges for Psychology and Law" 

(Psychology of crime) 

Nuremberg, 

Germany 

8-12 

September 

17th European Conference on 

Developmental Psychology 

Braga 

Portugal 

http://79.174.135.205/factsc/


22-24 

October 

2015 

European Neighbourhood Watch 

Association (EUNWA) conference 

2015 

Castel Ritaldi, 

Umbria, Italy 

17-18 

December 

2015 

The European Crime Prevention 

Award (ECPA) and Best Practice 

Conference (BPC 

Luxembourg 

City, 

Luxembourg 
For more information on one of these events, click here. 

Preview 

The next edition of the EUCPN Newsletter in June 2015 will focus on finalization of 
Latvian Presidency. We kindly invite readers to share their news and information on 
European crime prevention issues with the EUCPN Secretariat by sending contributions 
(in English, 100-150 words abstract) to eucpn@ibz.eu 
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