
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

EUCPN Newsletter March 2014 

 
This Newsletter is a platform for policymakers, practitioners and everyone who is interested in 
crime prevention. We are interested in your news, research, good practices and experiences 
on crime prevention in the Member States and in Europe. Please send your documents in 
English accompanied by an abstract of 100-150 words to eucpn@ibz.eu. 
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Editorial 

Dear Reader, 

On behalf of the Greek Presidency of the EUCPN, I have the honour to welcome you to the 
first EUCPN Newsletter issue of the year. With the Lithuanian’s Presidency heritage and all the 
efforts that have been made since the transitional phase of the EUCPN, Greece’s Presidency 
will endeavour to meet and expand the requirements of the Network. 

During this important period to further develop the EUCPN, the Action Plan continues and 
elaborates its functioning. Greece’s Presidency with the Executive Committee, the Trio, the 
EUCPN partners and the Secretariat will keep on working on the implementation of the 
conclusions and recommendations that were fully discussed and agreed upon during our last 
Board Meeting. 

Greece’s Presidency has selected, because of their particular importance in both the Greek 
and European context, two themes: “Illegal immigration” and “Corruption”. Specifically, the first 
theme will address the challenges that the flow of people from third world countries brings to 
Europe and mainly to its most vulnerable borders. In this context, well managed migration and 
integrating policies will be examined through the bodies that make a great effort to balance the 
prevention of the phenomenon while ensuring the protection of human rights, without 
undermining democracy. On the other hand, corruption harms the society and economy as a 
whole. Though it varies in nature and extent, it affects the economy of European countries as 
well as their citizens. Legal instruments and institutions must be reinforced to prevent and fight 
corruption. Also, citizens’ trust in democratic institutions should be enhanced. Best practices 
as well as good governance and the rule of law will be discussed during a Knowledge 
Exchange session. 

In addition, before the Board Meeting in March, Members will meet the Representatives of the 
most important and highly active social institutions in Greece which aim to confront the above 
themes. Discussion will be encouraged on the presented fields in our two-day meeting. 

I strongly believe that collaboration and communication in the Network could contribute both to 
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the knowledge sharing, but above all to the advancement of its functions and the fulfillment of 
its aims. I expect that we will be given the possibility to elaborate and work upon these issues 
in our forthcoming Meeting. 

 

 
Professor Iakovos Farsedakis 

EUCPN Chair 

 

New products EUCPN 

Toolbox Series no. 4 - Tackling domestic violence in the EU - policies & practices 

The fourth toolbox in the series published by the EUCPN Secretariat focuses on the main 
theme of the Lithuanian Presidency and the 2013 Best Practice Conference, which was 
‘Prevention in domestic violence’. This toolbox contains, first of all, an overview of existing 
policy and legislative measures in the EU and the EU Member States, as well as some general 
information on data collection and EU funding programmes related to the theme. The second 
part of the toolbox zooms in on the good and promising practices which were submitted by 18 
Member States to compete in the European Crime Prevention Award (ECPA) 2013. Special 
attention is being paid to some important issues which are often related to domestic violence 
cases and which were approached in the award winning projects of Sweden, Belgium and 
Croatia. The topics covered, are: victim support & attrition in domestic violence; multi-agency 
cooperation & the chain model; and early prevention & the role of education. A summary is 
given of the discussions after the presentations at the Best Practice Conference, which took 
place in Vilnius on 11-12 December 2013, and of some relevant conclusions formulated during 
the final conclusion round of the Conference by four participating experts invited by the 
EUCPN Secretariat. Finally, an overview of all submitted ECPA projects can be found in the 
last part of this toolbox. 

To read the toolbox, click here.  

 
European Crime Prevention Monitor 2013/2 

In the second monitor report of 2013, the focus is put on the main theme of Lithuania’s 
Presidency, which is ‘Prevention in Domestic Violence’. Since this is an important topic which 
is closely monitored by various organisations at the EU level, for the first time, external 
contributions were made to this report by the European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) 
and the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA). Other information included 
are the data on ‘Awareness and perception of domestic violence against women’ of the 
Eurobarometer, the work done by Women against Violence Europe (WAVE) and information 
provided by the National Representatives of the EUCPN. Finally, some challenges related to 
data collection on this theme are mentioned. 

 The monitor will soon be available here. 

 
EUCPN Work Programme 2014 

The EUCPN Work Programme of 2014 was recently adopted by the Board and is now 
available on our website. The Work Programme is developed annually and includes concrete 
actions, tasks and projects in order to reach the long-term goals of the Network.  
To read the latest version of the Work Programme, click here.  

 
EUCPN Annual Report 2013 

The EUCPN Annual Report 2013 includes the main results of last year's actions, tasks and 
projects of the Network in order to reach the long-term goals of the Network. 
To read the latest Annual Report, click here.  
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Research and publications 

Special Eurobarometer no. 397 on corruption 

In February, a Special Eurobarometer report on corruption was published. This Eurobarometer 
survey was commissioned by the Directorate-General of Home Affairs and was carried out in 
2013. The survey covers public perceptions on the one hand and personal experiences of 
corruption on the other. 

To read the report, click here. 

 
Flash Eurobarometer no. 374 – Businesses’ attitudes towards corruption in the EU  
In February, a Flash Eurobarometer report on Businesses’ attitudes towards corruption in the 
EU was published. This Eurobarometer survey was commissioned by the Directorate-General 
for Home Affairs and co-ordinated by the Directorate-General for Communication. It aims to 
understand the level of corruption perceived by businesses employing one or more persons in 
six key sectors. 

To read the report, click here. 

 
EU Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) - EU wide survey on gender-based violence 
On 5 March 2014, FRA launched their findings from the world's largest survey on violence 
against women on their launch conference 'Violence against women across the EU: Abuse at 
home, work, in public and online'. The survey was based on face-to-face interviews, where 
women were asked about their experiences of physical, sexual and psychological violence, 
childhood victimisation, sexual harassment and stalking, including new mediums for abuse 
such as the internet.  
To read their findings, click here. 
 
GREECE 
Beliefs and attitudes of Greek students towards corruption - Professor Calliope D. 
Spinellis  
A pilot study referring to the students’ beliefs and attitudes towards corruption and 
transparency - an issue of national and global concern - took place in Greece between 
January and July 2011. The rationale behind choosing this particular group of males and 
females aged 18-26 was that most of today’s Greek students will be tomorrow’s leaders either 
of the private or of the public sector. A concise questionnaire consisting of 10 questions, has 
been administered to students in Thessaloniki, Crete, Messologgi and Athens. Approximately 
65% of the students attended Law School, and the remaining, were students of Social 
Sciences or of other disciplines. 
To read the results of this pilot study, click here.  
 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Crime against businesses: Headline findings from the 2013 Commercial Victimisation 
Survey 
This is the first release of data from the 2013 Commercial Victimisation Survey (CVS), which 
examines the extent of crime against businesses in England and Wales. The CVS was 
previously run in 1994, 2002 and 2012, and is planned to be repeated in 2014. 
The 2013 CVS focused on premises in four industry sectors defined by the UK Standard 
Industrial Classification 2007 (SIC). These were sections A (agriculture, forestry and fishing), 
G (wholesale and retail trade), I (accommodation and food services activities) and R (arts, 
entertainment and recreation). Between them, these four sectors account for just over one-
third of all business premises in England and Wales. 
To read the report, click here.  
 
GERMANY 
Propaganda 2.0 - Psychological Effects of Right-Wing and Islamistic Extremist Internet 
Videos 
'Propaganda 2.0 - Psychological Effects of Right-Wing and Islamistic Extremist Internet 
Videos' was the subject matter of a research project commissioned by Research Unit on 
Terrorism/Extremism of the German Federal Criminal Police Office (Bundeskriminalamt/BKA) 
in co-operation with the Dutch National Coordinator for Security and Counterterrorism. The 
main objective behind the research was to identify factors which can influence the emotional 
and cognitive effects of Internet propaganda on young not radicalized adults. The research 
team was lead by Prof. Dr. Gary Bente, Head of the Department for Social Psychology at the 
University of Cologne.  
To read the project report, click here. 
 
DENMARK 
Mentoring and leisure-time activities. A guide to effective youth interventions.  
In this English guide, based on a systematically review, The Danish Crime Prevention Council 
has compiled a number of recommendations for decision-makers and professionals who work 
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with children and young people in vulnerable situations. The recommendations are based on 
systematically collected information about the direct or indirect impact of mentoring and 
leisure-time activities on delinquent behaviour and crime, including youth group crime.  
To read the recommendations, click here.  
To read the systematic review, click here.  
 
Homicides in Denmark - 2008-2011 
The report gives an overview of the extent of homicides in intimate relationships and 
circumstances related to homicide. The report shows that the number of actual homicides in 
Denmark is lower than assumed. The reason for the difference between the actual number 
and the registered number of homicides is that the annual statistics are based on reports 
immediately afterwards the incident, where this report is based on a later counting of 
homicides after the case is solved.  
For more information, click here (report in Danish) or contact Rannva Thomsen. 

  
The clientele of the Prison and Probation Service 

The report looks at what characterizes the clients in the Prison and Probation Service in 
relation to the personal, social and criminal matters. The report shows that a big part of the 
clients in the Prison and Probation Service have been placed in out-of-home-care during 
childhood and do not have a qualifying education. Furthermore, a big part of the clientele has 
been in contact with the psychiatric system. 

For more information, click here (report in Danish) or contact Susanne Clausen. 

Member States' good practices 

Illegal Flow Observation (IFO) project 

This project is funded by the JUST-DRUGS PROGRAMME of DG Justice of the European 
Commission. It aims to set up an innovative intervention training for operators of law of 
enforcement (in Italy and in Spain), in order to increase the expertise in the activity to fight 
cross-border crime linked to drug trafficking. 

 For more information, click here.  

 
EMCDDA - Prevention interventions for partygoers 

The European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) has published the 
current evidence available on the effectiveness of prevention interventions for partygoers. 
Drink-driving programmes, media campaigns and multicomponent interventions involving the 
community are effective in reducing car accidents, public nuisance and violence related to 
alcohol consumption. Police supervision can reduce public disorders and training of alcohol 
servers reduces clients’ alcohol consumption and intoxication. 

For more information, click here.  

Member States' policies 

First EU anti-corruption report published 

The European Commission published its first EU anti-corruption report providing a clear 
picture of the situation in each Member State: measures in place, outstanding issues, policies 
that are working and areas that could be improved. 

For more information, click here.  

 
Preventing radicalisation to terrorism and violent extremism 

The European Commission adopted a communication that identifies 10 areas where Member 
States and the EU could reinforce their actions to prevent all types of extremism that leads to 
violence, regardless of who inspires it. It sets the framework for the exchange of good 
practices and increased cooperation. Proposed measures include the creation of a European 
knowledge hub on violent extremism, the development of trainings for frontline practitioners, 
financial support for projects making use of modern communication tools and social media to 
counter terrorist propaganda and programmes facilitating abandoning violence and the 
underlying ideology. 

For more information, click here. 
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Upcoming events 

Date Event Location 

12-13 May  
2014  

8th Annual International Forum (AIF) within the 19th 
German Congress on Crime Prevention (GCOCP)  

Karlsruhe, 
Germany  

14-17 May  
2014  

Victim Support Europe (VSE) Annual Conference & 
General Meeting: Developing Victim Support Across 
Europe - Quality, Standards, Capacity Building  

Warsaw Poland  

4-6 june 2014 
Conference of the Confederation of European 
Probation (CEP) on Community Sanctions in Central 
and East European Countries 

Chisinau, 
Moldova 

9-11 June  
2014  Stockholm Criminology Symposium 2014  Stockholm, 

Sweden  

11-14 June 
2014 

8th International Conference of the European Forum 
for Restorative Justice (EFRJ) - 'Beyond crime: 
pathways to desistance, social justice, and 
peacebuilding' 

Belfast, United 
Kingdom 

27-31 July 
2014  

25th Annual Meeting of the International Police 
Executive Symposium (IPES)  Sofia, Bulgaria  

10-13 
September 
2014  

14th Annual Conference of the European Society of 
Criminology  

Prague, Czech 
Republic  

5-8 October 
2014  

2nd International Conference on Law Enforcement and 
Public Health (LEPH2014)  

Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands  

20-22 
November 
2014 

4th International Conference on Survivors of Rape: 
Rape, survivors, policies and Support Systems a 
European Challenge (IV ICSoR) 

Lisbon, Portugal 

For more information on one of these events, click here. 

Preview 

The next edition of the EUCPN Newsletter in June 2014 will focus on the prevention of 
corruption and illegal immigration. We kindly invite readers to share their news and information 
on European crime prevention issues with the EUCPN Secretariat by sending contributions (in 
English, 100-150 words abstract) to eucpn@ibz.eu. 

  

 

Contact: eucpn@ibz.eu 

Responsible editor: EUCPN secretariat, Bd. de Waterloo / Waterloolaan 76 - 1000 Brussels, 
Belgium.  

 

With financial support from the Prevention and Fight aigainst Crime Program of the European 
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