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The Cyprus Police established the Community Policing Programme in 
2003, aiming to instill feelings of safety and security amongst the 
population. Community Police Officers, via their presence in the 
Communities, their close cooperation and direct contact with the people 
of their community, the immediate intervention in cases of criminal 
activities, problem solving and personal interest in the wellbeing of the 
citizens of their areas contribute to the development of feelings of safety 
amongst the public.  

The Cyprus Police complements the work done by the Community 
Police, by increasing police presence in the communities, in the form of 
patrols throughout the island (both by car and on foot). These patrols are 
carried out routinely in all places, but also at targeted high risk areas. 
During patrols, officers are given instructions to encourage the positive 
cooperation with the law abiding public, as well as to enforce the law 
whenever needed. Cooperation with the public is achieved on an 
informal basis but also on a more formal way, through Neighbourhood 
Watch Programmes and the Neighbourhood Watch – Green Line 
Programmes, implemented in various areas of the island. 

While aiming to improve its exterior image, the Cyprus Police 
continuously strives to strengthen its presence and improve the services 
offered to the public. The public perception of safety is one of the main 
goals of the Strategic Plan of the Cyprus Police. It includes issues such 
as the time needed to arrive at a crime scene, the punctuality in terms of 
informing victims on their case, through written / verbal communication, 
speedier investigation and the completion of criminal cases and their 
filing before the court, etc.  

 

Neighbourhood Watch Programme  

Cyprus, ECPA 2014 

The project started in 2003 and is now finished.  

Last review: November 2014 

For some time now, Law Enforcement Authorities in Cyprus have 
recognized that criminality among juveniles and drug-related offences 
are on the rise. Additionally, it has been noted that public fear of crime 
has generated a distance from the police, which, in effect, does not 
assist either the prevention or the combating of crime.  



The project includes a pilot study, whose purpose was to evaluate the 
effect of the proximity of police officers in the community and their 
collaboration with local authorities. The programme was implemented in 
three areas of Cyprus (two urban areas and a rural one), with the 
involvement of three separate Districts.  

29 Police Officers, with an average of 10 years of experience, receive 
training in communication skills, psychology, mediation, crisis 
management involving drugs, domestic violence, juvenile delinquency 
etc. Their duties included the cooperation with local authorities and other 
actors in the community, in order to eliminate acts / behaviours that may 
potentially lead to criminality. Most of their tasks involved assistance to 
the public, consultation, solving / handling grievances with neighbours 
and complaints with local government authorities. In addition to the 
above, the police were able to collect information concerning serious 
offences, regarding drug abuse and traffic offences.  

The project has been running successfully since 2003. It has now 
expanded quantitatively and qualitatively, with a remarkable success 
with the communities in the prevention and combating of crime, in 
general.  
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Cyprus Constitution 
 
Police Law Ν.73(Ι)/2004 

Trends: 
 
 

Survey carried out for the Police in 2007 – 42% of the sample 
considered crime as the third major problem in society and 11% of the 
sample did not feel safe 
 
Survey carried out for the Police in 2009 – 35% of the sample 
considered crime as the third major problem in society and 19% did not 
feel safe. 
 
A survey carried out for the Police in 2011 - 20% of the sample did not 
feel safe (41% of whom felt unsafe because of burglaries/thefts in the 
area). 
 
Eurobarometer Autumn 2009 showed a 36% of the Cyprus population 
concerned with crime. 
 
Special Eurobarometer (n.371) 2011 showed that the most important 
challenge for Cypriots was Illegal Immigration (55%) with second 
ranking Economic Financial crisis (54%). 
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