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The yearly Veiligheidsmonitor [Government Security Monitor] 
measures mainly perceived safety, including victimization objective 
safety considering crime, is measured by the police records, subjective 
safety by asking questions about the extent to which citizens have fallen 
victim to various types of crime. It is not possible to obtain an objective 
measure of the perceived fear of crime, as this is a purely subjective 
view of safety. In order to map out the perceptions of safety, the 
Veiligheidsmonitor (VM) presents respondents a number of questions 
regarding their public perception of safety. Questions about feelings, 
about behavior and about perceptions. Respondents were first asked 
whether they have ever felt unsafe. Those who answered yes to this 
question were then asked whether this was often, sometimes or (very) 
rarely the case. The VM also poses the question as to whether 
respondents avoid certain situations because they feel unsafe. This 
includes avoiding certain areas in their place of residence, avoiding 
opening the door at night to unexpected visitors, leaving valuable 
belongings at home, taking detours when walking or driving, prohibiting 
children from going somewhere and avoiding the use of public transport.  
 
Where people adapt their behavior because they feel unsafe, as is the 
case in the above situations, this is known as avoidance behavior. 
Finally the VM also asks respondents about their perception of 
safeness. Questions like: do they consider their neighborhood safe?; did 
crime rise or fall in their neighborhood? How likely they consider the 
chance of victimization of several crimes? 
 

Policy page: The aim of ‘promoting a safer society’ has consistently been one of the 
central objectives of Dutch administrations since 2002. As part of this 
aim, the subsequent administrations have stated concrete reduction 
goals on crime, nuisance and feelings of safety levels. Also the 
Netherlands Ministry of Safety and Justice has a conceptual model 
developed which can be used to understand, analyze and address 
problems concerning public perceptions of safety. The CCV (Dutch 
Centre for Crime Prevention and Safety, subsidized by the Ministry) 
makes use of this model and supports local authorities in dealing with 
perception problems.  
 
For more information:  
http://www.scp.nl/english/Publications/Summaries_by_year/ 
Summaries_2006/Citizens_in_fear  
http://www.hetccv.nl/veiligheidsbeleving (only in Dutch) 
 
 

http://www.scp.nl/english/Publications/Summaries_by_year/Summaries_2006/Citizens_in_fear
http://www.scp.nl/english/Publications/Summaries_by_year/Summaries_2006/Citizens_in_fear
http://www.hetccv.nl/veiligheidsbeleving


Relevant 
legislation: 
 

In the Budget proposal 2014 the Netherlands Minister of Safety and 
Justice stated the goal of a 10 percent reduction of feelings of unsafety 
(both in general and in the own neighborhood). 
 

Trends: 
 

In the last ten years, the number of people in the Netherlands who said 
they had been the victim of common crimes such as violence, property 
crime and vandalism has fallen substantially. Fewer people also say 
they do not feel safe. In the past year, neighborhood nuisance, too, has 
decreased. Crime, feelings of unsafety and nuisance are most frequent 
in the four large cities. These are some of the results of  the Safety 
monitor 2014, a large scale population survey conducted by Statistics 
Netherlands, the Ministry of Security and Justice, the National Police 
and the municipalities. 
 
Number of victims down by nearly one third since 2005. 
The number of persons aged 15 and older who said they had been the 
victim of frequently occurring crimes fell by 30 percent overall in the 
period 2005-2014. In 2005, nearly three in ten people in the Netherlands 
(28 percent) were affected, in 2014 this was just under two in ten (19 
percent). The largest decrease was for vandalism, followed by property 
crimes such as burglary and theft, and violence, such as abuse or 
threatening behavior. The reported decrease in crime corresponds to the 
development in crime figures recorded by the police. 
 
One quarter fewer people do not feel safe. Feelings of unsafety also 
decreased in this period, although by less. While nearly half the 
population (48 percent) said they sometimes did not feel safe in 2005, in 
2014 this was just over one in three (36 percent); a decrease of more 
than one quarter. 
 
People aged 18-34 years most often do not feel safe. This is also the 
age group with relatively most victims of frequently occurring crimes. For 
the over-65s this is the other way around: older people - especially over-
75s - are slightly more vulnerable in terms of burglary and 
pickpocketing/mugging. 
 
For more information: 
http://www.cbs.nl/en-GB/menu/themas/veiligheid-
recht/publicaties/artikelen/archief/2015/steeds-minder-nederlanders-
ervaren-criminaliteit-onveiligheidsgevoelens-en-overlast-in-de-buurt.htm  
 

  

Contacts: 
 

National organisations: 
 

 Ministry of Safety and Justice [Ministerie van Veiligheid en 
Justitie] 

 Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment 

 [Ministerie van Volkshuisvesting, Ruimtelijke 

 Ordening en Milieubeheer] 

 Association of Netherlands Municipalities [Vereniging 

 Nederlandse Gemeenten] 

 Netherlands Police Institute [Nederlands Politie Instituut] 

http://www.cbs.nl/en-GB/menu/themas/veiligheid-recht/publicaties/artikelen/archief/2015/steeds-minder-nederlanders-ervaren-criminaliteit-onveiligheidsgevoelens-en-overlast-in-de-buurt.htm
http://www.cbs.nl/en-GB/menu/themas/veiligheid-recht/publicaties/artikelen/archief/2015/steeds-minder-nederlanders-ervaren-criminaliteit-onveiligheidsgevoelens-en-overlast-in-de-buurt.htm
http://www.cbs.nl/en-GB/menu/themas/veiligheid-recht/publicaties/artikelen/archief/2015/steeds-minder-nederlanders-ervaren-criminaliteit-onveiligheidsgevoelens-en-overlast-in-de-buurt.htm


 Police forces 

 Statistics Netherlands [Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek] 

  Association for Statistics and Research [Vereniging voor 

 Statistiek en Onderzoek] 
 

 
Completed template to be sent to the EUCPN Secretariat at 
eucpn@ibz.eu. 
 
 
 

 

mailto:eucpn@ibz.eu

