
Training children to tackle online risks 

CYBERSCOUTS PROGRAMME IN BULGARIA 



 
Children enter internet at an ever earlier age 
 

How old were you when you first entered internet? 

 

ДЕЦАТА ИЗПОЛЗВАТ ИНТЕРНЕТ ВСЕ ПО-ЧЕСТО, ПО-РАНО И ПО-МОБИЛНО 

National representative study Bulgarian Kids Online 2016  
compared with EU Kids Online 2010 study 

…and by the age of 11 73% of Bulgarian kids are in Facebook. 



Online risks for children 

 Sexual grooming and sexual exploitation – most dangerous 

 Cyberbullying – most often 

 Early sexualization – concerns all 

 Hate speech and discrimination - spreading 

 Radicalization - terrorism 

 

 

     Need to address all 
 



-Children do not share with adults 

-Adults believe children are more skilled 

-Children like to take risks 

-Children believe they have a control 

-  Most vulnerable – 11-14 years of age 

The challenges… 

…and the possibilities 

They ask their peers 



-  Third year in a row 

-  Competition between cities, towns, schools 

-  2-day training of 20-30 children 11-12 years old 

-  22 interactive trainings 

-  Over 500 cyberscouts 

-  In 28 cities and towns and more than 40 schools 

-  Competition between each year’s squads  
for best activity for peers and awards 

How to 



-  Knows the online risks and ways to prevent them  

-  Serves as an example for his peers 

-  Gives advice to a peer in risk  

-  Squads conduct awareness raising events:  
With over 30 various activities more than 3500 other 
children reached  

The cyberscout 





 Georgi Apostolov 

 georgi.apostolov@online.bg 

 Bulgarian Safer Internet Centre – Safenet.bg 

 safenet@online.bg 
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